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(54) HOLDER SUPPLYING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate loading of a holder into a magazine and loading of the 
magazine into an air lock chamber, by providing holder carrying mechanisms 
which are capable of being engaged/disengaged for a recessed or projected part 
which is formed on the holder disposed on a carrying guide and is formed along a 
lateral of the holder. 

CONSTITUTION: A wafer supplying device is composed of the following units: an 
air lock chamber 31, a guide 34 which is disposed for holder carrying in the air 
lock chamber 31. an opening/shutting cover 70 which is disposed for holder in- 
and-out operations on a wall of the air lock chamber 31 and behind the guide 34. 
and holder carrying mechanisms 41, 71 which are capable of being 
engaged/disengaged for a recessed or projected part which is formed on the 
holder 32 disposed on the guide 34 and is formed along a lateral of the holder 
32. Then the carrying mechanisms 41 and 71 are disposed not in series with the 
carrying direction of the holder 32 but in parallel to the lateral of the holder. 
Hence, the loading of the holder 32 into the air lock chamber 31 is simplified and 
besides the carrying mechanisms 41 and 71 do not bulge largely from the air 
lock chamber 31. so that an installation space for this device can be reduced. 
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